
The Houston Emergency Nurses 
Association is sponsoring their next 
―Cool Topics‖ symposium on April 29 
and May 1, 2009 at the Moody Gar-
dens Hotel and Convention Center in 
Galveston, Texas.  This year’s topics 
include ―Thoracic Trauma, four break 
out sessions and ―Manage your 
Money before it Manages You‖ on 
Day 1.  

  

The second day will start with the 
topic, ―Hide and Seek: Pediatric 
Signs You Can’t Miss‖, followed by ‖I 
Don’t Like Ike‖, I Think I am Giving 
Birth to an Alien—Abdominal Pain, 

―Why Are You so Mean to Me‖ and ending with Emergency 
Nursing –Then, Now and Beyond ― by Dr. Elda Ramirez, RN, 
PhD, FNP, BC, CEN, FAANP. 

 

Registration forms will be mailed to all Texas ENA members and 
the forms can also be found on the Houston ENA website at 
www.houstonena.org.  Preferred method of registration is online, 
however it can be done by mail or at the door the day of the 
event.  The fee for ENA members is $180 and Non-ENA mem-
bers is $205 until April 10

th,
 and this fee includes: Tuition with 

syllabus, breakfast and lunch both days, over 50 exhibitors with 
door prizes, and a free Exhibitor’s Wine and Cheese Reception 
on Thursday evening.  The fee can be paid by check, or credit 
card. 
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Future Houston 

ENA Meetings 

April 23, 2009   

Kelsey Seybold 

Clinic 

May 21, 2009  

Kelsey Seybold  

June 18, 2009 

Educational 

TBD 

July 16, 2009 

Kelsey Seybold  

August  20, 2009   

Kelsey Seybold  

September 17 

Educational 

TBD  

October  15 

Kelsey Seybold  

November 19  

Kelsey Seybold 

December  Xmas 

Party TBD 

 

H O U S T O N  E N A  

The BNE passed a requirement for ER Nurses to have 2 hours of 

Forensic training on September 1, 2007.  Starting September 2008 

ED nurses will be audited for this requirement. 

New CE Requirements for ER Nurses 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENA 
EN411 is a program to 
keep you informed of 
legislative action.  
Go to: http://ena.org/
government/
Nurse_411/default.asp  

Department of Homeland Security 
and Department of Health and  

Human Services Release  

A copy of the pandemic plan can be  

obtained at:  
http://www.pandemicflu.gov/vaccine/

Houston ENA Meetings are held every month and rotate between 

a business meeting at Kelsey Seybold Clinic at 2727 West Hol-

combe and an educational meetingðmost of which have not been 

determined yet.  Please watch the Houston ENA website at 

www.houston195ena.webs.com 

New Texas 10-59 SIG 
 
Houston ENA announces the formation of a new 
chapter located between I10 and Hwy 59 beyond 
the Beltway.  Their first membership meeting 
was held on February 27 at Methodist Sugar 
Land Hospital and they currently have 38 mem-
bers committed to joining this new SIG.  
 
Elections were held and the results include:  
Scott Stover—President, James Bauman—
President Elect, Victoria Evans—Treasurer, Ma-
rissa Ramirez—Secretary, Tammi Culp and Ted 
Rodriguez as Directors.  If you live in this area 
and are currently a member of Houston ENA feel 
free to join this new SIG and become an active 
member of ENA. 
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CDC Report on Increased ED Visits 
 ED visits increased by 9.6% to 119.2 million in 2006. 

 IN the last 10 years, ED visits have increased by over 36% while the 

number of Emergency Departments have decreased by 5%. 

 Most ED visits occurred after regular business hours. 

 Overall wait time to see a Physician was nearly 56 minutes. 

 Although the number of uninsured residents has increased by 5 mil-

lion, there is no evidence that the uninsured accounted for an in-

crease in the number of ED visits. 

 Increases in ED visits have been  attributed to the aging population 

and raises increased concerns of overcrowding as the overall popula-

tion continues to age. 

Discounts are available for those that wish to join ENA and members that wish to renew their memberships. 

If you join ENA or renew your memberships with ENA through the Houston ENA you only need to pay $86.00 

for one year. Thatõs $10.00 off the regular one-year membership price. Those that are renewing members 

please give us your membership renewal form in advance so thereõll be enough time for us to process your 

registration forms.  

You can print the registration form by following the link in our website . Fill out the registration form and mail 

it to Houston ENA at P.O. Box 300093, Houston, TX 77230 together with your check address to Houston 

ENA. We will notify you by mail once we received your registration form and upon submission to the National 

office.  

Discounted Rates for New Members and Renewing Members 

ENA National ConventionðBaltimore, Maryland 
October 6-10, 2009 

 
Texas ENA will be accepting Delegate Applications for General Assembly for the  ENA Con-
vention in Baltimore, Maryland on October 6-8, 2009.  Applications will be available in Mid-April 
on the Texas ENA website at www.txena.org or from any chapter president.  Applications must 
be filled out and turned into the chapter presidents by June 1, 2009 who will approve the appli-
cations prior to submitting the applications to the Delegate Selection Committee by the end of 
June.  
  
Last year, 65 delegates with 2 alternates were funded by the Texas State Council for travel to 
the convention in Salt Lake City, Utah.  ENA members with as few as 10 points were selected 
as delegates so all members have the opportunity to be considered for this experience on the 
National level.  If you have questions regarding the requirements of being a delegate, please 
talk with your chapter president or contact Pat Yancey at p.yancey@tx.rr.com.  



Emergency Nurses Association 

 
ENA was founded in 1970 and is the 

nationôs only professional association 

dedicated solely to the advancement 

of emergency nursing. 

 

Today, ENAôs advocacy, expertise, 

innovation and leadership continue to 

shape and enhance the quality of 

emergency nursing. 

For those that are new to ENA, we welcome you.  We 

hope that you will find time to attend our chapter meet-

ings.  We also encourage you to participate and be in-

volved with our chapterôs activities. We will keep you 

posted of activities both for the chapter and the state via 

o u r  n e w  H o u s t o n  E N A  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.houston195ena.webs.com or by newsletter posted on 

the website or sent to you by email. 

 
CPEN Exam is now Open! 

 
The Board of Certification for Emergency Nursing (BCEN) and the Pediatric Nursing Certification 
Board have developed the Certified Pediatric Emergency Nurse (CPEN) exam.  BCEN and the 
PNCB are equal partners in the development and delivery of this exam.   
 
If you are a pediatric emergency nurse who provides urgent and emergent nursing care to pediatric 
patients and their families, you'll want to learn more about becoming a Certified Pediatric Emer-
gency Nurse.  Earning you CPEN credential demonstrates that you have extensive experience and 
the knowledge and abilities related to pediatric emergency nursing care beyond basic RN licensure. 
 
The BCEN and the PNCB recommend that applicants have two years of full-time experience in pe-
diatric emergency care.  Pediatric emergency nursing care as defined by BCEN and the PNCB in-
cludes direct care, health care facilitation, education, and advocacy for pediatric emergency patients 
and their families. 
 
Registration for the CPEN exam is now open and exams will be delivered beginning January 21, 
2009.  The cost of the exam is $280.  The CPEN consists of 175 questions with unscored pretest 
items, and candidates will be given three hours to complete the exam.   
 
You can go to www. Ena.org under certifications and select CPEN where there is information about 
the exam, the testing sites, content list, fees and process, quarterly CPEN list, frequently asked 
questions about the CPEN, and study options. 

Annual ENA  
Conference 

Baltimore Convention 
Center 

General Assembly  
October 7-8 

Scientific Assembly 
October 8-10 

For other information on educational activities, 
please check the Texas ENA website at 
www.txena.org.  The website will soon have a new 
look so watch for it. 


